
April, 1937 EDITORIALS 219

vations, and who plan to go to Del Monte by
auto, should look over the names in advance.
Under the heading, "Railroad Information," are
given the schedules in operation at this writing;
but since new time tables are anticipated about
April 1, check should be made on the announce-
ments at the time when tickets are purchased.
A reduced rate will be available, but only for
those who, through their respective county so-
ciety secretaries, secure in advance the proper
transportation slips.
The group of distinguished guest speakers who

will come from other states to address the general
and special meetings, the scientific programs of
broad scope, and also the entertainment features,
should make the Del Monte annual session of
May 2-6, 1937, measure up to the highest stand-
ards of conventions ever held there. The officers
of the Association sincerely hope that the session
will be marked by both banner attendance and a
record of much good work accomplished.

STATUS OF BILLS BEFORE THE
LEGISLATURE

Two Hundred and Fifty Public Health
Measures.-In previous issues it was stated
that, among the 4,000 bills submitted to the Fifty-
second California Legislature, now in session,
more than 250 deal with public health matters.
These bills were introduced in the month of Janu-
ary; and at this time, in the third week of the
second period of the legislative session, are under
consideration in some twenty-four committees. It
is not possible, therefore, to prognosticate their
ultimate fate; and until the Legislature adjourns
it will be as important as ever for all County Com-
mittees on Public Policy and Legislation to be
alive to their responsibilities when called upon for
aid by the State Committee. For the information
of members we append some notations compiled
from reports received from the Committee on
Public Policy, showing the status of some of the
measures at the time of this writing:

County Hospitals.-Assembly Bill 51, by As-
semblyman Heisinger of Fresno, which would
open up county hospitals, was tabled by the
Assembly Committee on County Government, fol-
lowing a hearing on March 16. Through the Asso-
ciation of California Hospitals, powerful oppo-
sition was registered with the committee and the
bill was tabled. There are two remaining county
hospital bills to be considered at a later date. A
Senate Constitutional Amendment, No. 5, which
would submit the subject of wide-open county or
city hospitals to the people for a vote, will be
considered by the Senate Committee on March 25.

Code Bills.-The bills prepared by the Cali-
fornia Code Commission, to codify the existing
laws relating to Medical Practice, Dental Practice,
Nursing, Trained Attendants, Ophthalmia Neona-
torum, and Medical Library, have been favorably
reported by the Senate Committee, and are now
before the Senate for passage.

Optometry Bills.-On March 15, there was a.
lively fight in the Assembly Committee on medical
and dental laws, concerning Assembly Bills 1137
and 1143, inclusive, introduced by the State Board
of Optometry and the Optometry Association.
Through strenuous opposition, it was possible to.
amend out provisions which invaded the practice
of medicine and gave extended rights to optome-
trists. Along this same line, Assembly Bill 1676,
providing for a division in the State Department
of Education to set up audiometer tests in all
school districts, was satisfactorily amended.

Osteopathic Bills.-The osteopaths have been
especially active during this session of the Legis-
lature, and their committees called upon practi-
cally every member of the Legislature during the
February recess. There are a number of bills
which relate to this subject, and Assembly Bill
1880, giving osteopaths the right to serve as physi-
cal inspectors in schools, is set for a hearing
before the Assembly Committee on Education on.
March 23.

Chiropractic Bills.-The chiropractors, also,
have been active, this time in behalf of a con-
stitutional amendment to extend their powers.
This comes up for final hearing in committee
on March 22. The Naturopathic Bill is still
resting in committee.

Health and Hospital Insurance.-No action has.
been taken in committee on the Williams Bill
(Senate Bill 121) or the McGovern bill (Senate
Bill 605). The Williams bill has been set for
hearing before the Senate Committee on Insurance
on March 29. Assembly Bill 1132, sponsored by
the Association of California Hospitals and de-
signed to provide hospitalization insurance, has
been extensively amended by its sponsors and will
come up for hearing during the coming week.
(Later: on March 29, the Hospital Service Bill
passed the Assembly, with a vote of 64 to 0, and
without any additional amendments.)

Ventereal Disease Bills.-There is much interest
in the venereal disease control bills. Assembly
Bill 1089, introduced by fifteen Assemblymen,
has been substantially amended. Assembly Bill
2790 is sponsored by the State Board of Public
Health. Assembly Bill 2569 (the G-S bill) is
sponsored by Assemblyman Richie of San Diego.
All of these bills will be heard before the Assem-
bly Committee on Public Health and Quarantine
on March 24.
Nursing.-Assembly Bill 2125, of interest to

nurses, has been withdrawn from the calendar of
the committee, with the report that interested par-
ties are getting together outside of the Legislature.

Compensation Act Amendments.-There are a
number of bills amending provisions of the Work-
men's Compensation Act, and some of these would
give the injured employee free choice of any
licensed healer (not confined to M. D.'s). But
determined opposition has brought about post-
poned consideration of these until April 2.
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At the Del Monte annual session, on May 3,
Dr. Junius B. Harris of Sacramento, Chairman
of the California Medical Association's Committee
on Public Policy and Legislation, will present a
progress report.

NEW FEATURES IN COUNTY MEDICAL
SOCIETY MEETIN-GS

County Society Programs Should Be of
Broad Scope.-The order of business at meet-
ings of many County Medical Societies has varied
but little with the passing years; the generally
accepted plan being the reading and discussion of
one or two didactic papers on medical topics with
which, at times, are given some reports of cases
and a brief consideration of business items. The
tradition of constancy to this type of program has
been so firmly instilled that, when attempts are
made to introduce the consideration of important,
modern-day problems having to do with medical
economics, not infrequently the suggestions are
received with silent or outspoken opposition.

Such conservatism and allegiance to former
procedures, however, are not everywhere preva-
lent, and less so, perhaps, in the Far West than
in the East. As throughout the Union some of
the pressing economic and social welfare problems
begin to make themselves felt in medical practice,
there are indications of an increasing willingness
to permit discussion of matters closely related to
medicine's progress, even when these encroach
only indirectly on scientific medicine. It is fortu-
nate that an alteration of attitude has come about,
because, in this changing, present-day world, with
the emphasis that is being placed on regimenta-
tion, and on mass and stereotyped production, it
is apparent that institutions, organizations and
individuals who do not recognize these newer
forces may find cause, later on, to regret their
indifference or opposition. It is becoming in-
creasingly evident that State and County Medical
Societies, through perhaps their official publica-
tions, must call the attention of members, not
once, but repeatedly, to problems directly or in-
directly affecting medical practice, and concerning
which it is important to have unity of opinion and
collective action. Only through frank discussion
and subsequent agreement on courses of action to
be pursued, may we hope for successful outcomes
in some of these matters which so threaten medical
practice and the interests* of physicians. In this
connection, it is gratifying to note that medical
schools also are awakening to their responsibilities
to young men and women, by them in the past so
often launched into professional practice, satu-
rated presumably with medical knowledge and
idealism, but with little or no comprehension as
to just what they may be apt to meet in a practi-
cal world, or along what lines it would be wise for
them to guide their courses if mistakes or blunders,
that might prove handicaps for years, were to be
avoided.

Fraternal Contacts and Understandings
Should Be Encouraged.-Somewhat of the lack
of acceptance of these nonscientific portions of
medical practice has its basis in the inadequate at-
tention which societies have given in the past to
fraternal affiliations between members; it being
forgotten or minimized that, through such social
fellowship, come better, broader and kindlier
understandings, ends much needed in a profession
where individualism plays so vital a part in daily
living and practice. For instance, that is why
dinner meetings, preceding or following scientific
and business sessions of County Medical Societies,
can be made to have great value. It is encouraging
to note the increasing number of medical organiza-
tions beginning to appreciate this. In the larger
societies, especially, additional features may be
brought forward to promote good fellowship, as
well as the concord of purpose that comes from
better personal understanding and friendship with
colleagues whom one might otherwise know only
by name, or in the most casual manner.

Two Recent Novel Features Sponsored by
the Los Angeles County Medical Association.
Reference may be made, in this connection, to two
recent activities which have created much interest
in the Los Angeles County Medical Association.
One was the Hobby Exhibit, described on page
134 of the February issue of CALIFORNIA AND
WESTERN MEDICINE, in which more than forty
members presented exhibits of their activities in
nonmedical art and work, by displaying things
they, themselves, had made or collected. It was
the opinion of the many visitors to the "hobby
show" that it rendered a most useful service, not
only to the County Association and its members,
but, through publicity given in the daily press,
also to the community.
On page 286 of the current issue appears a story

of an "Amateur Night" which was marked by the
largest attendance yet recorded since the new
headquarters of the Association have been used,
the audience consisting of almost six hundred
physicians, each of whom enjoyed the talent dis-
played by fellow members, and voted the evening's
entertainment a great success. Mention may also
be made of the Bridge Tournament, which was
carried on during the noon hours throughout the
year. An account of this, with a description of the
President's Perpetual Bridge Trophy, is given on
page 282 of this month's issue.
The officers of the Los Angeles County Medical

Association, therefore, are of the opinion that
these new forms of Society activity have been of
aid in strengthening the Association, and they
propose to continue efforts along such lines.

* * *

Medical Societies Should Promote Scientific,
Organization and Fraternal Activities.-There
is as much need today as ever for support of all
plans that make for the advancement of medical
science, but it is an error to think that component
county units in the United States-upon whom,


